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hast told us that thou hast a Father in Heaven who
made all, and that he who did not obey him was cast
into the flames. We have asked thee to instruct
us; [116] when thou goest away, what shall we do?”
A Captain, approaching, said to him: ‘‘Esckom,* 1
am not baptized and thou art going away; my soul
will be lost. What can I do for it? Thou sayest
thou wilt return. Go then, and have courage; return
before I die.” An old man, in a village other than
that where the Father lived, hearing him speak of
the end of all things, of the reward of the good, and
of the punishment of the wicked, said to him:
‘“ eschom, the people of thy village are worthless;
they are wicked men; they do not tell us what you
tell them, and, nevertheless, it is so important that
we ought to talk of it at the Council of the whole
land.” Are not these indications of a very gratify-
ing harvest? The Devil foresees this harvest; for,
while I am speaking, he is doing all in his power to
prevent the Hurons from coming and consequently
to shut [117] them out from the Gospel and from
those who bring it to them.

For these wandering and vagabond people, among
whom God has given me my work, although my
wishes cause me to prefer the stable and permanent
tribes, the harvest will be later, but it will come in
its own time; I see favorable indications of it. In
the first place, the fear that the Algonquains have of
their enemies, the Hiroquois, makes them abandon
their country; and, as they naturally love it, they
are earnestly requesting that some of us settle among
them, having planned to enclose a village around the
fort which they will build there, and to gather all of
their forces therein, which the Gentlemen of the



